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of peace based on mutual respect and mod-
eration. She willingly—and often—opens her 
home to promote peace in the Mideast. I’ve 
joined her personal peace process, and I can 
affirm that Jeri’s involvement is a shining ex-
ample of personal commitment and heroism. 

Jeri’s involvement in good and noble causes 
is well known and highly regarded in Seattle. 
Jeri is a founding member of the University of 
Washington Center for Women and Democ-
racy. She is a strong advocate and community 
leader in many organizations, including: United 
Way; University of Washington Academic 
Medical Center; Harborview Medical Center; 
and, PONCHO. She serves on the board of 
the Cornish College of the Arts, and since 
2000, Jeri has been involved with Steven 
Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation. She is also a 
member of the International Women’s Forum. 

Jeri is a person of deep personal conviction 
and strong family bonds. Without hesitation 
she proudly proclaims her mother as her her-
oine. When asked who inspires her, Jeri 
quickly names her son. As to the world leader 
she most admires, Jeri names Anwar Sadat. 

It is, therefore, worth recalling a passage 
from the historic speech that Egyptian Presi-
dent Anwar Sadat delivered to the Knesset on 
November 20, 1977: ‘‘I have come to you so 
that together we should build a durable peace 
based on justice to avoid the shedding of one 
single drop of blood by both sides. It is for this 
reason that I have proclaimed my readiness to 
go to the farthest comer of the earth.’’ 

I ask every American to join me in congratu-
lating Jeri Rice on the honor the Israel Policy 
Forum will bestow upon her. Her unwavering 
optimism reminds me of the affirmation con-
tained in the Book of Ecclesiastes, ‘‘To every 
thing there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven.’’ 

This is the time for peace in Israel and 
throughout the Mideast. People like Jeri Rice 
will do everything possible to make it so. We 
honor them. We thank them. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the service and commitment of Mr. 
Brandon Hobon. Mr. Hobon has established 
himself as a leader and true patriot to the 
community of Denton, Texas. 

Mr. Hobon was recently recognized by the 
Denton Police Department as ‘‘Volunteer Offi-
cer of the Year.’’ After serving in the police de-
partment for 11 years, Hobon has received 
one of the department’s most prestigious hon-
ors. 

After graduating from college with a pre-law 
degree, Hobon turned down a bright future as 
a lawyer to better serve and protect his com-
munity. After graduation, Brandon Hobon en-
tered the police academy where he finished 
second in his class, and earned advanced cer-
tifications and credentials in crime prevention, 
hazardous material response and terrorism 
training. In addition to serving and protecting 
our citizens, Mr. Hobon dedicates consider-
able amount of time mentoring young school 
children, and visiting and assisting in senior 
citizen programs. 

It is with great honor that I stand here today 
to recognize an individual who has dedicated 
his life to protecting and assisting others. It is 
with the service and commitment of men such 
as Brandon Hobon that ensure the continuing 
protection and prominence of our communities 
and nation. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Maureen Stanton, 
Professor of Ecology and Evolution at the Uni-
versity of California, Davis as the 2005 recipi-
ent of the UC Davis Prize for Undergraduate 
Teaching and Scholarly Achievement. The 
prestigious $30,000 prize, funded by the UC 
Davis Foundation, is believed to be the largest 
award of its kind in the nation. The winner is 
selected on the recommendation of faculty 
members, students and research peers. 

Professor Stanton has made significant con-
tributions throughout her years of University 
service. She served as the dynamic and ex-
traordinarily productive director of the Center 
for Population Biology from 1993 to 1998. She 
frequently advises National Science Founda-
tion panels and has been a National Council 
member of the Society for the Study of Evo-
lution. She is also the Vice President of the 
American Society of Naturalists and an elect-
ed member of the California Academy of 
Sciences. 

Dr. Stanton began her research of the inter-
actions between plants and insects as a soph-
omore at Stanford University. At Harvard Uni-
versity she earned her Ph.D. in five years. Dr. 
Stanton then accepted a position at the Acad-
emy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, but 
missing the discovery of science, she soon re-
located to Yale University for post-doctoral re-
search. Her findings on the underappreciated 
importance of male characteristics in flowers 
lifted her into the top ranks of evolutionary 
ecologists. 

In 1982 she joined the UC Davis faculty as 
an assistant professor of botany. At 28 she 
was younger than many of her doctoral stu-
dents. In her teaching role she continually re-
shapes course curricula to provoke inquiry. 
She once stated, ‘‘I want to build critical think-
ing skills. That means I have to teach students 
to question pre-conceived ideas, to ask ‘How 
confident are we of what we think we know?’ ’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we recognize Professor Stanton and her 
passion for scholarly achievement, university 
service and undergraduate teaching. 
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life and achievements of Dr. 
Wade W. Nobles of Oakland California, and 
the organization he founded, The Institute for 
the Advanced Study of Black Family Life and 
Culture, Inc. This month our community comes 
together to celebrate the Institute’s 25th anni-
versary, and to recognize the groundbreaking 
work of its founder. 

Dr. Nobles is a prominent theoretical sci-
entist in the field of African Psychology and is 
one of the leading researchers in the area of 
Black family life and culture. He holds a Ph.D. 
from Stanford University, and has a special in-
terest in the social, ethnic and cultural rel-
ativity of social science, research and evalua-
tion models. 

Dr. Nobles is a full-time, tenured professor 
in the Department of Black Studies in the 
School of Ethnic Studies at San Francisco 
State University. He is also the founder and 
director of the Center for Applied Cultural 
Studies and Educational Achievement 
(CACSEA), a California State University Sys-
tem educational research center dedicated to 
studying and developing models of culturally 
consistent educational methods. 

In 1980 Dr. Nobles founded the Institute for 
the Advanced Study of Black Family Life and 
Culture, Inc. to address overarching issues of 
human development and transformation, while 
simultaneously developing and implementing 
educational and informational systems. As the 
Institute’s Executive Director, Dr. Nobles has 
written and conducted over 67 funded, com-
munity-based research, training and develop-
ment projects, including the HAWK Manhood 
Development and Transformation Rites of 
Passage Training Centers Program, which has 
over 15 sites throughout the U.S. 

Dr. Nobles’ work is widely known and re-
spected, and in recognition of this he has 
been invited to serve on a number of advisory 
groups for the California state and federal gov-
ernments. He has served as a delegate to the 
White House Conference on Families, and 
was also a member of the President’s Com-
mission on Mental Health. Furthermore, Dr. 
Nobles was appointed to serve on the Cali-
fornia State Commission on the Status of Afri-
can-American Males, a commission I created 
and presided over as a member of the Cali-
fornia State Assembly in the mid-1990s. 

Also contributing to the success and innova-
tions of the Institute are Dr. Nobles’ various 
professional and international affiliations. He 
was a founding member of the Association of 
Black Psychologists, an organization in which 
he has served as President and received nu-
merous awards, such as Distinguished Psy-
chologist of the Year. Furthermore, in the 
course of his research he has traveled widely, 
particularly in Africa. In 1996 he received the 
high honor of being enstooled as the 
Nkwasohene of Akwasiho-Kwahu Region of 
Ghana in West Africa, where he works very 
closely with the Akwasiho people on develop-
ment issues. 
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